arents
of slain

child

in court

By JEss SuLiivan
DAILY REPUBLIC

FAIRFIELD — Parents
facing charges of negligence
and child abuse in the shoot-

ing death of their 2-year-old .

daughter made their first
court appearance Monday.
Michael
Shanahan did not enter
pleas to felony charges and

said they needed more time.

to try and hire a lawyer.

Commissioner Barbara
James ordered the Vacaville
couple, whao are free on bail,
to return to court Nov. 9 to
be arraigned.

Two-year-old Anaya
Shanahan was shot in the
head and killed on Sept. 22
while her 8-year-old brother
was playing with a handgun

at their Syracuse Circle du-

plex.

Vacaville police report-.
edly found six guns and am- .

munition in the house which
was described by authori-
ties as being in “extreme
disarray” and “cluttered
with household items and
clothing.” An unsecured

Glock handgun was report-

edly found on the headboard
of the bed in the master bed-
room.

tions of felony criminal stor-
age of a firearm and felony
child abuse or neglect.

The guns should not have
been in the home at all be-
cause Daniela Shanahan is a
convicted felon, according
to Vacaville palice. She was
previously convicted of a
felony DUI charge in Napa
County.

Reach Jess Sullivan at
427-6919 or jsullivan@
dailyrepublic net.

Kiwanis Chih

and Daniela

Chris J ardan /Dally Repubn’ ic

‘Micheala 're {* holds her daughter in the lobhby of the North Bay Medical Center just beyand a

sign that alerts vrs:tors that as of today no visitors under the age of 16 will ke allowed in the
hosp[tal to visit or accompany patients due to concerns aver the HIN1 virus,

NorthBay restricts child acce

to hospitals over H 1N1 worties

By BARRY EBERLING
DAILY REPUBLIC

FAIRFIELD — NorthBay
HealthCare is no longer al-
lowing children under 16 to
visit patients at its Fairfield
and Vacaville hospitals.

The restriction is because
of the HIN1 flu virus, Chil-
dren are at higher risk than
adults to get this type of flu
and can remain infectious

1 longer, even after symptonis
Both parents face allega- |

are gone. The new policy is
designed to protect children,
patients and hospital staff,
NorthBay officials said.

“We have to put the safe-
ty of the patients first and
the safety of those who will
be visiting & facility that has
a growing number of pa-
tients with the fiu;” said Dr.
Don Denmark, NorthBay
HealthCare vice plesxlent
of medical affairs, in a press
release.

The hospitals will do
everything possible to deat
with extraordinary situa-
tions, he said.

*We know in some cases,

a visit W]ll be walranted”
he said.

NorthBay's decision
comes after the death of 2 6-
year-old Vacaville givl at the
VacaValley Hospital emer-
gency room a week ago. She
came to the hospital with
flu-like symptoms and test-
ed positive for HI1N1.

Many other hospitals
across the nation have also
restricted children from vis-
iting patients. NorthBay
spokeswoman Dianre Barney
mentioned Stanford Medical
Center as an example.

Solano County’s other
hospitals -- Kaiser Perma-
nente in Valleio and Vacav-
ille and Sutter-Solano Med-
ical Center in Vallejo -- have
yet to restrict child visitors,
though they have some poli-
cies of their own.

“We are encouraging
people not to come to the
hospital (to visit) if they're
sick, if they have a fever,
sore throat, Au-symptoms,”
Kaiser spokesman Jim Ca-
roompas said.

Sutter-Solanc  Medical

Center has signs asking peo-
ple wha are i1l not to visit pa-
tients.

“If we do see somecne
wha is like this, we approach
them and give them the ap-

propriate advice,” Sutter-
Sclano spokesman Sy Nejl-
son said. “If there's a reason
they need to visit, if there’s
an exception, we do insist
they wear proper protective
equipment,”

The hospital will monitor
the situation to see if it
needs to change its visita-
tion policy, he said.

Reacn Barry Eberling at
425-4646, ext. 232, or be-
berling@dailyrepublic.net.




